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Viewing  cable  09TRIPOLI40,  LIBYA  POSTPONES  GENERAL  PEOPLE’S  CONGRESS,  WALKS  BACK  FROM  WEALTH 
DISTRIBUTION  AND  PRIVATIZATION  PLANS 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #09TRIPOLI40. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

09TRIPQLI40  2009-01-22  12:41  201 1-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Tripoli 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/wikileaks-files/libva-wikileaks/ 

VZCZCXRO2760 
00  RUE H WEB 

DE  RUEHTRO  #0040/01  0221241 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
0 P 221241Z  JAN  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  4339 
INFO  RUEHEE/ARAB  LEAGUE  COLLECTIVE 
RUEHZL /EUROPEAN  POLAD  COLLECTIVE 
RUEHTRO/AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  4862 

CONFIDENTIAL  TRIPOLI  000040 

SIPDIS 

DEPT  NEA/MAG  (JOHNSON),  INR  (HOFSTATTER) 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 1/20/2019 

TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  ECON  EFIN  SCUL  EPET  PHUM  KDEM  LY 

SUBJECT:  LIBYA  POSTPONES  GENERAL  PEOPLE'S  CONGRESS,  WALKS  BACK  FROM  WEALTH  DISTRIBUTION  AND  PRIVATIZATION  PLANS 
REF: 

A)  08  TRIPOLI  227, 

B)  08  TRIPOLI  719, 

C)  08  TRIPOLI  699, 

D)  08  TRIPOLI  896  , 

E)  08  TRIPOLI  842, 

F)  08  TRIPOLI  917, 

G)  08  TRIPOLI  936, 

H)  TRIPOLI  0017, 

I)  08  TRIPOLI  889, 

J)  TRIPOLI  0022 

CLASSIFIED  BY:  GENE  A.  CRETZ,  AMBASSADOR,  U.S.  EMBASSY  - TRIPOLI,  U.S.  DEPT  OF  STATE.  REASON:  1.4  (B),  (D) 

3.1.  (C)  SUMMARY:  A SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  PEOPLE'S  CONGRESS  (GPC) , LIBYA'S  SUPREME  LEGISLATIVE  BODY,  THAT  WAS  TO  HAVE  CONVENED  IN  EARLY  JANUARY 

3.2.  (C)  SENIOR  GOL  CONTACTS  TOLD  US  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  PUTATIVE  TRAVEL  TO  WASHINGTON  IN  EARLY  JANUARY  OF  NATIONAL  SECURITY  ADVISER  MUATASS3 

33.  (C)  IN  CUSTOMARY  FASHION,  DATES  FOR  THE  JANUARY  MEETING  OF  THE  GPC  WERE  NOT  FORMALLY  ANNOUNCED  AND,  IN  THE  EVENT,  THE  SESSION  WAS  NOT  HELD. 
3.4.  (C)  SEPARATELY,  MFA  SECRETARY  FOR  ARAB  AFFAIRS  MUHAMMAD  TAHER  SI ALA  TOLD  THE  AMBASSADOR  ON  JANUARY  13  THAT  THE  GPC  SESSION  HAD  BEEN  POSTPC 

35.  (C)  STRESSING  THE  SANCTITY  OF  LIBYA'S  BUDGET  ALLOCATION  PROCESS  AND  DECRYING  CLAIMS  THAT  IT  WAS  LESS  THAN  TRANSPARENT,  SI ALA  SQKEY  GPC  SECF 

36.  (C)  THE  TIMELINE  FOR  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  AL-QADHAFI ' S VISION  HAS  SLIPPED  SEVERAL  TIMES  ALREADY.  IN  MARCH  2008,  HE  SAID  PLANS  WOULD  BE  ANNOUF 

37.  (C)  PRIVATELY,  SENIOR  GOL  OFFICIALS  TOLD  US  AS  EARLY  AS  SEPTEMBER  2008  THAT  THE  EXTENT  OF  PRIVATIZATION  AND  GOVERNMENT  RESTRUCTURING  WOULD 

38.  (C)  MORE  RECENTLY,  CONTACTS  HAVE  TOLD  US  THAT  A DRAFT  LIBYAN  CONSTITUTION  CIRCULATED  RECENTLY  MAY  BE  PRESENTED  FOR  REVIEW  AT  THE  GENERAL  PE 

39.  (C)  AL-QADHAFI  ADDED  FURTHER  FUEL  TO  THE  FIRE  OF  SPECULATION  ABOUT  WHAT  MIGHT  TRANSPIRE  AT  THE  GPC  SESSION  WHEN  HE  TOLD  KEY  REGIME  FIGURES 

3.10.  (C)  COMMENT:  THE  SENSE  IN  TRIPOLI  IS  THAT  THE  REGIME  IS  IN  THE  MIDST  OF  ANOTHER  OF  ITS  PERIODIC  EPISODES  OF  POLITICAL  FERMENT.  THE  FAILUF 
CRETZ 


